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IN THE CLAIMS 

Please amend the claims as follows: 

Claim 1 (currently amended): A ceramic porous sintered body comprising: 
a sintered body comprising a plurality of ceramic coarse particles ; and a bonding lay e r 
existing b e tween th e c e ramic coars e particles to conn e ct th e coars e particles; and a 
polycrystalline sintered body forming [[said]] a bonding laye r, the bonding layer existing 
between the ceramic coarse particles and connecting the ceramic particles, [[and]] 

wherein the polycrystalline sintered body includes including a plurality of ceramic 
fine particles having an average particle size smaller than the ceramic coarse particles, and 
wher e in said c e ramic porous sintered bod y, including said c e ramic coarse particles and said 
bonding lay e r e xisting b e twe e n the ceramic coarse particles, has an average pore diameter of 
5 \im to 50 |um. 

Claim 2 (previously presented): The ceramic sintered body according to claim 1, 
wherein the ceramic coarse particles comprise single-crystal particles. 
Claim 3 (canceled) 

Claim 4 (currently amended): The ceramic sintered body according to claim 1, 
wherein the bonding layer is a brittle body having a strength lower than [[that]] a strength of 
the ceramic coarse particles. 

Claims 5-6 (canceled) 

Claim 7 (currently amended): The ceramic sintered body according to claim 1, 
wherein the bonding layer includes at least one sintering aid selected from the group 
consisting of iron, aluminium, nickel, titanium, chromium and a metal oxide thereof . 

Claim 8 (currently amended): The ceramic sintered body according to claim 7, 
wherein [[the]] a content of the sintering aid in the bonding layer is higher than [[that]] a 
content contained in the ceramic coarse particles. 
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Claim 9 (currently amended): The ceramic sintered body according to claim 1, 
wherein the ceramic coarse particles and the bonding lay e rs layer comprise a silicon carbide 
material. 

Claim 10 (previously presented): The ceramic sintered body according to claim 1, 
wherein a ratio of an average particle size of the ceramic coarse particle to the ceramic fine 
particles is 15:1 - 200:1. 

Claim 1 1 (previously presented): The ceramic sintered body according to claim 1, 
wherein a ratio of total weight of the ceramic coarse particles to the ceramic fine particles is 
1:1 -9:1. 

Claim 12 (canceled) 

Claim 13 (currently amended): A ceramic filter with a honeycomb structur e including 
a pillar shap e d porous c e ramic member or a combination of a plurality of the pillar shaped 
porous c e ramic memb e rs in which a plurality of cello as a gas passageway are arrang e d side 
by sid e in a longitudinal direction through c e ll walls and eith e r on e end portions of those colls 
ar e plugged, the filter comprising: 

a pillar-shaped porous ceramic member having a plurality of cells for a gas 
passagew ays in a longitudinal direction of the pillar-shaped porous ceramic member and 
comprising a ceramic porous sintered body including a plurality of ceramic coarse particles 
an d a polycrvs talline sintered body forming a bonding laye r, the bonding laver connecting 
and existing between the ceramic coarse particles,, to connect th e coarse particl e s and a 
polycrystallin e sint e r e d body forming said 

wherein the bonding layer and including includes a plurality of ceramic fine particles 
having an average particle size smaller than the ceramic coarse particles, and the wherein said 
ceramic porous sintered bod y, including said ceramic coarse particles and said bonding layer 
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existing b e tw ee n th e c e ramic coars e particl e s, has an average pore diameter of 5 jam to 50 
jum. 

Claim 14 (previously presented): The ceramic filter according to claim 13, wherein 
the ceramic coarse particles comprise single-crystal particles. 
Claim 15 (canceled) 

Claim 16 (currently amended): The ceramic filter according to claim 13, wherein the 
bonding layer is brittle body having a strength lower than a strength of the ceramic coarse 
particles. 

Claims 17-18 (canceled) 

Claim 19 (currently amended): The ceramic filter according to claim 13, wherein the 
bonding layer contains at least one sintering aid selected from the group consisting of iron, 
aluminium, nickel, titanium, chromium, and an oxide thereof . 

Claim 20 (currently amended): The ceramic filter according to claim 19, wherein 
[[the]] a content of the sintering aid in the bonding layer is higher than [[that]] a content 
contained in the ceramic coarse particles. 

Claim 21 (previously presented): The ceramic filter according to claim 13, wherein 
the ceramic coarse particles and the bonding layer comprise a silicon carbide material. 

Claim 22 (previously presented): The ceramic filter according to claim 13, wherein a 
ratio of an average particle size of the ceramic coarse particles to the ceramic fine particles is 
15:1 -200:1. 

Claim 23 (previously presented): The ceramic filter according to claim 13, wherein 
a ratio of total weight of the ceramic coarse particles to the ceramic fine particles is 
1:1 -9:1. 

Claim 24 (canceled) 
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Claim 25 (previously presented): A ceramic filter according to claim 1, wherein the 
average particle size of the ceramic coarse particle is 30 jam to 70 u,m. 

Claim 26 (previously presented): A ceramic filter according to claim 1, wherein the 
average particle size of the ceramic fine particle is 0.1 yim to 20)am. 

Claim 27 (previously presented): A ceramic filter according to claim 13, wherein the 
average particle size of the ceramic coarse particle is 30 jam to 70 jam. 

Claim 28 (previously presented): A ceramic filter according to claim 13, wherein the 
average particle size of the ceramic fine particle is 0.1 jum to 20|im. 
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